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5.7 MARINE MAMMALS 

This section discusses the marine mammals that are not listed as endangered, threatened or 

candidate species under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973, that may occur within or 

adjacent to the proposed Project areas.  There are three Project areas proposed for vessel 

activity for Project construction: the Port of Seward, Port of Anchorage, and West Dock that will 

be discussed in detail below.  The ESA-listed and candidate species are included in Section 5.8, 

Threatened and Endangered Species (T&E).  

All marine mammals are protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) of 1972 

as amended.  The MMPA prohibits, with certain exceptions, the ñtakeò of marine mammals in 

U.S. waters and by U.S. citizens on the high seas, and the importation of marine mammals and 

marine mammal products into the U.S.  The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has 

regulatory authority for all marine mammals relevant to the proposed Project with the exception 

of the sea otter, Pacific walrus, and the polar bear, which are under the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Serviceôs (USFWS) responsibility.  

Marine mammals that are listed as a strategic stock are defined by the MMPA:  

¶ For which the level of direct human-caused mortality exceeds the potential biological 

removal level;  

¶ Which, based on the best available scientific information, is declining and is likely to be 

listed as a threatened species under the ESA within the foreseeable future, or  

¶ Which is listed as a threatened or endangered species under the ESA, or is designated 

as depleted under the MMPA. 

The affected environment, species descriptions by proposed Project area and environmental 

consequences of the proposed Project are discussed in detail below. 

5.7.1 Affected Environment 

The proposed Project area includes the temporary use of up to three Alaska based port sites for 

the construction period (2 years) of the proposed Project.  The proposed Project areas in the 

marine environment include the areas expected for vessel use.  The primary ports include the 

West Dock Port in the Northern Project area at Prudhoe Bay, and the Port of Seward (POS) in 

Resurrection Bay in Southcentral Alaska.  The Port of Anchorage (POA) in Cook Inlet could be 

used to supplement vessel traffic with the POS (Figures 5.7-1 to 5.7-4).  
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FIGURE 5.7-1 Marine Mammals within the Port of Seward in Resurrection Bay 
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FIGURE 5.7-2 Marine Mammals within Cook Inlet 
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FIGURE 5.7-3 Whale Habitat near West Dock Port in Prudhoe Bay 










































